
Gospel Reading   -   Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Lk 14:1, 7-14 

 

On a sabbath Jesus went to dine 

at the home of one of the leading Pharisees, 

and the people there were observing him carefully. 

 

 

He told a parable to those who had been invited, 

noticing how they were choosing the places of honor at the table. 

"When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, 

do not recline at table in the place of honor. 

A more distinguished guest than you may have been invited by him, 

and the host who invited both of you may approach you and say, 

'Give your place to this man,' 

and then you would proceed with embarrassment 

to take the lowest place. 

Rather, when you are invited, 

go and take the lowest place 

so that when the host comes to you he may say, 

'My friend, move up to a higher position.' 

Then you will enjoy the esteem of your companions at the table. 

For every one who exalts himself will be humbled, 

but the one who humbles himself will be exalted." 
Then he said to the host who invited him, 

"When you hold a lunch or a dinner, 

do not invite your friends or your brothers 

or your relatives or your wealthy neighbors, 

in case they may invite you back and you have repayment. 

Rather, when you hold a banquet, 

invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; 

blessed indeed will you be because of their inability to repay you. 

For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 

 

 

The world doesn’t believe that 

the Virtue of Humility is 

important or even desirable. 

But God thinks otherwise. 

The only weapon that 

Satan has no defense 

against is the Virtue 

of Humility, and 

this is the very 

weapon that Jesus 

used to defeat the 

devil when He 

humbled Himself by 

dying on the Cross. 

 

Something is missing here between the people observing 

Jesus carefully and the start of the parable – what is it?   

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/14?1


 

 

Questions: 

1. Why was Jesus invited to the Pharisee’s home?  
- One, Jesus wasn’t very popular with the Pharisees. 

2. Why are the people watching Jesus so carefully?  

3. There is a section missing from the Gospel reading that tells the story. What is it? 

Missing Gospel Text – Luke 14: 2-6 

 In front of him there was a man suffering from dropsy.*3Jesus spoke to the 

scholars of the law and Pharisees in reply, asking, “Is it lawful to cure on the 

sabbath or not?”c4But they kept silent; so he took the man and, after he had 

healed him, dismissed him.5Then he said to them, “Who among you, if your son 

or ox* falls into a cistern, would not immediately pull him out on the sabbath 

day?”d6But they were unable to answer his question.e 

• What is Dropsy? an abnormal swelling of the body because of the 

retention and accumulation of fluid. 
 

4. How do you think the dinner party ended? 

 

Another way of look at this story – what is Jesus teaching us?  Humility  

• What does humility look like to you?  

The essence of humility is simply seeing yourself 

as God sees you. 

When St Theresa of Avila asked Jesus what true humility is, He replied: 

“To know what you can do, and what I can do.” 

 

 

 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/14?1#50014002-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/14?1#50014003-c
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/14?1#50014005-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/14?1#50014005-d
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/14?1#50014006-e


 

 

1st Story  

First, St John Vianney: Once a group of priests conspired to sign a petition demanding that the 

bishop remove St John Vianney from his parish. Then they took it to this humble priest to tell 

him to his face that he was a terrible pastor who was ruining his parish and that he had no right 

to be a priest because he was completely incompetent. 

St John Vianney read the petition and saw the signatures at the bottom. Then he did something 

very strange. Taking the petition to his desk, he reached for a pen and signed it himself! He told 

the priests that they were absolutely right, that he was incompetent, that someone else could do 

a better job, and that he hoped the bishop would listen to them. Of course, the bishop did not. 

Instead, he was so impressed by the saint’s humility that he kept him in the parish until his 

death.   

2nd Story  

Second, St John Paul II: Catholic author Scott Hahn tells the following story: Several years ago 

one of his priest friends was in Rome, and on the steps of one of the churches he saw a beggar 

who looked very familiar. To his utter surprise, he realized that it was one of his classmates 

from the seminary. “Didn’t we go to the seminary together?” he asked. “Yes,” said the beggar. 

“But you’re a priest, right?” “Not anymore,” the beggar replied, “I fell off the deep end.” 

A short time later the priest had an audience with Pope John Paul II. He told him the story, and 

asked him to pray for his friend. The Pope assured him that he would. Later that day the priest 

received a phone call inviting him to have dinner with the Pope and to bring the ex-priest with 

him. He ran to the church and found his friend and gave him the good news. But the beggar 

said, “I’m a mess. I haven’t showered in a long time, and my clothes are filthy.” But the priest 

took him back to his hotel room and helped him get all cleaned up. 



At the end of a very enjoyable dinner, the Holy Father asked to be alone with the ex-priest. 

After a long while, the man came out with tears in his eyes. “What happened?” his friend 

asked? The man replied, “The Pope asked me to hear his confession! I told him, ‘Your 

Holiness, look at me! I’m a beggar, not a priest!’ But the Pope looked at me and said, “Who 

among us is not a beggar? I too come before the Lord as a beggar asking for forgiveness of my 

sins.” I told him I was not in good standing with the Church, but the Pope assured me that as the 

Bishop of Rome he could reinstate me right then and there.” 

After he heard the Holy Father’s confession, the newly reinstated priest asked the Pope to hear 

his confession. Then John Paul II gave him an assignment to minister to the beggars on the 

steps of the church where he had been found. Through the humility of Pope John Paul II, who 

saw himself as God saw him, this former beggar received a new hope, a new mission and a new 

beginning. 

 

 

 

 

 


